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How can evil be permitted?

ByFr. Michael Busch
Chaplain

Ever since the beginning of time, human beings have
Fa1SR 2F GKSvyaSt@gSazr | yR
with the world today? How did we come to this sorry state
of affairs? To whom can we attach the blame for the ills
and evils that corrupt our culture? Who can be held
NBalLl2yaAiof S T2 NJ 0KS
Throughout the centuries a variety of solutions have been
suggested in answer to these questions, yet none of them
have truly satisfied us.

For us Christians, these questions are doubly hard. Since
we maintain that there is an all encompassing God who out
of love and goodness created this world we live in, the
existence of evil is very difficult to explain. If God is both
good and powerful, how can evil be permitted? Why does
God allow bad things to happen to us? Many Christians try
to deal with this problem by pretending that evil does not
exist. They say that evil merely appears to be real, it is
imaginary. The devil and his demons do not exist. There is
only God and his all encompassing goodness.

Some cultures believe that evil is a divinity created by
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Therefore, there is nothing that we can do we are just
pawns between these two warring divinities. But the truth
lies somewhere in between. The problem of evil in our
world can be found much closer to home. Each of us must
accept the fact that the face that looks back at me in the
bathroom mirror each morning is the real culprit.

The season of Lent will begin very soon. The very first
Sunday of Lent asks us to face the demons in our lives, the
petty corruptions and misdeeds we commit which
contribute to the build-up of evil in our world. What lies at
the heart of evil are our own temptations. In his classic
work, Mere Christianity C.S. Lewis said that good people
know a great deal about temptation, while bad people

know very little. Only the good who try to resist temptation
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to temptation never learn to deal with, or even to see, the
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struggle against it.

As Lent progresses from Sunday to Sunday, the
gathered assembly will be asked to look at its individual
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that moment of reckoning, each of us will be asked to
accept responsibility for those failures which have
distorted and corrupted our lives, our relationships, our
liturgy, our nation, and our world. Unless we learn to resist
the temptations that pull us away from goodness the
insidious growth of evil will continue unabated.

Each of us has our own demons which tempt us to
bypass the struggles in our lives and to forsake our spiritual
growth for pleasure or security. In an age of instant replay,
instant credit, and instant satisfaction, it is only human to

way. Integrity comes to the person who has squarely faced
the best and the worst in themselves and have seen how
the demons of temptation can lead them astray.

Lent is a time to look inside at our own contribution to
the problem of evil. We must use the six weeks the Church
has put aside for our own trip into the desert to face the
many demons which tempt us to turn away from the
gospel. It would be easier to ignore evil and to blame it on
a divinity which is outside our control. We can go through
the entire six weeks of Lent without examining ourselves or
our actions. But if we do both, then we may find that come
Easter we are a different person and perhaps there is a
little less evil in our world.
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Snapshots of Ryerson goes 2010 CCSA
January events Conference, London, Ont.

Ryerson students drove to London, Ont., this month for the 2010 Canadian

/I FTOK2Ef A0 {(0dzZRSyGaQ !aaz20AlGAz2y w
Karlene Flemming-Fortune, Gerard Byamungu, Matthew Jagodits and David
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University of Western Ontario.

Because so many CSA members went this year, two cars made the three hour

trip up west together with campus ministers Fr. Michael Busch and Kim
Gottfried Piché.

CSA booth at the Winter Campus Caravan

(January 13, 2010) What Did We Do?

attended workshops on evangelization, forgiveness, reconciliation and
discipleship,

learned how London organizations served minority groups,

shared successes and challenges of campus ministry,

meet students and campus ministers from Quebec and Ontario,

lived and stayed with London host families (See Gerard ByamunguQ ¢
article on page 3). |
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Ambassadors for Christ

(Mai“gg:‘;z:‘: EZ:UCaTyaf;a?gfm National Posicolumnist Fr. Raymond de Souza delivered the keynote address
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making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled
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During his address he told this story.

Every time a new US ambassador was appointed, former US Secretary of State
George Shultz would call them into his office and ask them: LIO

6Show me your country on this map.€

Chaplaincy StajiRyerson studentsand hostfamily . The ambassador would go up and point to his new assigned country.
Cecilia and Jack Kelit the

Regional Conference of the Canadian Catholic
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(January 22 to 24, 2010)

But Shultz would disagree and correct the new ambassador, saying:

GAmerica is your country.€

De Souza said just as American ambassadors represented their country no
matter where they went, so too students must be ambassadors for Christ no
matter where we go.

University environments are sometimes hostile to religion and can encourage
Catholics to downplay their religion, de Souza said.
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But as ambassadors for Christ, de Souza said, we must stand up for Christ no
YFGGSNI ¢6KIFG YR YyS@OSNI R2gy LI & 2
taste.

LoriNeale(National Goordinator of CCSA
Kim, Casey, Victoriaral David
(members of the upcoming CCSA Execuyive
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|l got a Girlfriend!

By Gerard Byamungu
Undeclared ArtsFirst Year

My grandmother always used to make me laugh. She used to say | was her
husband. | was barely 10! She would always keep some food for me even
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favourite food was arrow root either roasted or cooked. And so whenever
she was cooking she would prepare my favourite dish and put it aside. She
would always say | was her husband. But in 1996 she passed away and was
gone forever! | moved on and forgot.

Fr Michael, Kim, David, Karlene, Matthew, Mary and | took off from Toronto
to London attending the CCSA regional conference. | thought | was in for
another weekend of talks and prayer. However, | got more than what | had
anticipated. Well, | got a girl friend!
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their home in there beautiful Cadillac. We were treated to a variety of really
delicious meals cooked by Grandma Cecilia. She reminded me of my
grandmal The following day, after a peaceful sleep, they drove us back to the
conference centre. We were having a very good time with the couple.
Grandpa Jack has a sense of humour which left everyone rolling with
laughter! The old man has a uniquely intriguing personality; a stern face but
with so much gentleness and friendliness inside!!
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beautiful girlfriend. But who was it? Guess! Mary, Karlene... wrong! Cecilia
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She asked Karlene to take a picture of all of us but she insisted that she
wanted to stand by her boyfriend, me, in the photo!!! | was so happy that |
have gotten a new girl friend after more 15 years of loneliness when | lost my
first grandmother!!!

as treasurer of the CSA. Welcome aboard Jovita!
Thank you Matthew for your work at the CSA. God bless you both!

calendar! Look out for the poster Coffee,
Donuts and Godn campus.




Coming in February

PRAYERMass

The Sacrament of Confession is available one
hour before the Mass or by appointment.
Monday, February 1, 20100b12:15pm

FEATUREBVENT Discovering and
[ AGAYy3a D2RQaA
Relationships

Join guest speakers Cale and Patricia
Clarke to discuss and learn practical
strategies for discovering and living
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Supper included.

Tuesday, February 2, 2010 b 6:00 to 9:00
pmb Contact Kim Gottfried Piché by
January 28 to RSVP b Contact Clare
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donation for ShareLife Relief to Haiti
would be appreciated b Open for all;
priority given to young adults 18-26

PRAYERMass
Friday, February 3,2010b12:15pm

PRAYERVespers

Recite the Psalms with other students and
staff to end a busy week. Remember that
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Hebrew Psalms!

Friday, February 3, 2010 b 3:00pm

PRAYERMass
Monday, February 8, 20100b12:15pm

PrRAYERFaith Sharing

Come, pray, share your faith, and discover
the wisdom behind successful leadership in
1 and 2 Samuel. Prayer forms include Taizé
reflection, Lectio Divina, and the Ignatian
method of prayer.

Tuesday, February 9,2010b12:15 ¢ 1:00pm

CATHOLIGSTUDEN®ASSOCIATION
Membership Meeting

Make your voice heard and help us continue
a student Catholic presence at Ryerson.
Tuesday, February 9, 2010 b 4:30pm bRSVP
with David Thurton at dthurton@ryerson.ca
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SOCIALUSTICEROUP The Political
Community

Discover the rich tradition of justice teachings in
the Catholic Church. Discuss the purpose of the

political community, political authority, and

topics such as the democratic system and the

ey spizpdesvisgign g |y R
:30-8:30pm

Tuesday, February 9, 201
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FEATUREBVENT Redeeming

\Sexuality: from Rules to Real Love
-Join guest speaker Dr. Patricia Murphy to

learn and discuss the foundational
teachings of the Catholic Church on
sexuality that relate to real life and

.experiences of young adults. Supper

included.

Thursday, February 11, 2010 b 6:00 to
9:00 pm b Contact Kim Gottfried Piché by
January 28 to RSVP b Contact Clare
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donation for ShareLife Relief to Haiti
would be appreciated b Open for all;
priority given to young adults 18-26.

PRAYERMass
Frignyg Februagyl 209 R1g:36pm5 K S

PRAYERVGSperS
Friday, February 12, 2010b 3:00pm

PRAYERAsSh Wednesday
Wednesday, February 17, 2010
Mass andDistribution of Ashed 12:10pmb
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PRAYERFaith Sharing
Tuesday, February 16, 20100b12:15 ¢ 1:00pm

PRAYERMass
Friday, January 22, 2010b12:15pm

LENTENRETREK . dza &
An on-your-own time, guided prayer retreat
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and faculty. Commitment required: pray with
Scriptures for 30 minutes a day and share your
_ insights and reflection with a spiritual director

LJa & another 30 minutes. There will be

opportunities for group prayer throughout the
four days of retreat. Space is limited so
register early!

Sunday February 21 (5:00pm) to Thursday
February 25 (6:30pm) b Contact Kim Gottfried
Piché by February 17 to RSVP b Open for all;
priority given to Ryerson students, faculty, and staff

PRAYERMass
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SOCIALUSTICEROUP The International
Community
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organization of the international community
and international cooperation and
development.

Tuesday, February 23, 2010 b 6:30-8:30pm
{d aAOKIStQa tINRAK

PRAYERMass
Friday, February 26, 2010b12:15pm
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Mass and Distribution of Ashds 5:10pm b
Chaplaincy Centre

PRAYERMass
Friday, February 19, 2010b12:15pm

PRAYERVespers
Friday, February 19, 2010 b 3:00pm

PRAYERMass
Monday, January 18, 20100b12:15pm

Thursday 12:30-5:00pm bFriday 9:30am-5:00pm

Friday, February 26, 2010 b 3:00pm
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and Supper at the Chaplaincy Centre
Feed your soul and your stomach! After Mass
we will walk across to the Chaplaincy for
dinner, good conversation, and fun.

Sunday, February 28, 2010 b5:00pm b65 Bond
Street

Dates and times may change. Please call our office
for more details. Unless noted otherwise, all events
will be held at the Ryerson Catholic Chaplaincy
Centre. The Chaplaincy will be closed on February
15, Family Day.

Chaplaincy Teankim Gottfried Piché (Director), Fr. Michael Busch (Chaplain), Fr. Chris Cauchi and Fr.
Edward Curtis (Assistant Chaplains), Stephanie Matchiwita and Karlene Flemming-Fortune
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