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A Trinitarian Experience

ByKim GottfriedPiché
Ryerson Catholic Chaplaincy Centre, Director

If you have ever struggled to describe the Trinity, you
are not alone! How do you explain to someone that 1
(Father) + 1 (Son) + 1 (Holy Spirit) = 1 (and not three)? In
the 5 century, St. Patrick did his best to describe the
Trinity by comparing it to a shamrock. Each of the three
persons of God is like each of the three portions of the leaf
and they are an essential part of the leaf. But the leaf itself
is greater than all of its parts.

Others have described the Trinity as a water molecule
that can be water, ice or steam. Some have used the
analogy of a house, where the architect (God the Father),
the purchaser (God the son) and the tenant (God the Spirit)
Oty Iff alreée aGAlG Aa Yeé

How would you describe the Trinity to your friends?
The danger of using analogies is that they are impersonal
and many of them come pretty close to some heresies of
the early centuries. For example, if someone hears the
above descriptions and thinks that there are three gods
(i.e. architect, purchaser and tenant) or that God exists in
various modes of expression (i.e. water, steam and ice)
then they have misunderstood the Trinity. We might also
say that our language as human beings is simply not
adequate to really explain the mystery of the Triune God.
But we still must try to understand this mystery.

Another way to look at the Trinity is through the
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presence (Anthony Kelly, The Trinity of Loveg. 48). Simon
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life, death and resurrection and his experience can reveal
to us something about the Trinity. There are five examples
of Trinitarik Y SELISNA Sy 0Sa G(KI
on the first two for this Lent:
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When Jesus sends (Simon) Peter back out in the boat to
catch some fish, he catches so many that the nets begin to
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of the boat, trying to manage this catch, Peter drops to his
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and yet at the very same time, he had a feeling of guilt.
Sometimes guilt can cast a shadow on our sense of God,
SalLISOALtte AF az2vySz2ysS
sentiments of vindictiveness, domination or threat. Jesus
taught Simon Peter that he was accepted and welcomed by
God, no matter what his previous sin had been. During

K 2 dza $ehtdwe are called to recognize our sin and to confess it to
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of God and tell us about the love of his Father for us.
2. The Cross
When Jesus died, Peter experienced something much
worse than the dark night of the soul. For Peter and the
others, it might have been very much like the death of
God. We see hints of this in his denial of Jesus when cock
crows for the third time. For him, all the promises of God
that were revealed through Jesus came to nothing! God
was proven to be powerless in the death of Jesus. Yet the
emptiness that Peter experiences had a great potential.
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Lenten practice. This empty space in our lives is the space
too will experience the loving and life giving force (Spirit)

that raises Jesus from the dead, where the Father is
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Snapshots of
February events
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RelationshipgFeb 2, 2010)

X y
Dr. Murphy atRedemption of Sexuality: from
rules to real love(Feb 11, 2010)

Ryersonstudents and friends at Chaplaincy
(Feb 11, 2010)

Ash Wednesdayat the Chaplain¢seb 17, 2010)

Integrating Spirituality and
Sexuality Series

February 2and 11,2010
ByMadeline Montoya
PsychologyFirst Year

For two nights during the first few weeks of February, the Ryerson Catholic
Chaplaincy Centre had a full house. Staff and students from the Chaplaincy,
Ryerson and other schools gathered to talk about sex (yes you read correctly!)
and God on two evenings of Integrating Spirituality and Sexualitjhese events
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human beings. Both evenings included delicious food, dynamic guest speakers
and group discussions about topics not normally mentioned at the family
dinner table.

The first evening was called Discovering andAL@ A y 3 Pldb @rFDatig and
relationshipsand had speakers Cale and Patricia Clarke. During his talk, Cale
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0KS 1./ Ondereingly, thededdBatb turned out to be very similar to the
Ten Commandments. Patricia told us something | found to be both
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that are destined for your happiness." The couple also shared their amazing
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The group discussions went very well for people spoke freely as they shared
their experiences and opinions on topics such as relating to sex in current
society and the idea of the gift of self. The two evenings were also filled with
many questions; several were brought up in group discussions and others were
insightfully answered by the guest speakers. The questions ranged from current
divorce rates to explaining Theology of the Body to non-Christians. By the end
of the evenings, | felt | had left with a greater understanding of what it means
to be human.

As a student who attended the Theology of the Body Conference in mid
October last year, | can say that these two seminars summed up a few major
parts of the conference. All in all, two awesome evenings and | look forward to
seeing what the seminars next year hold.

Read more afcsaryerson.wordpress.com
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CATHOLIC STUDENTSCASSOCIATION

Why the CSA?

...through the eyes of a first year student
ByJovita O@%ouza

Business Managemenfirst Year

Catholic StudenfAssociation, Treasurer
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really sure at first if there was a place for faith on a campus with such rich
diversity and numerous religious backgrounds. | had been told about the
Catholic StudersfAssociation(CSA) from my high school chaplain but at first
was quite overwhelmed with everything on campus that | was a bit hesitant
tojoin.

Upon meeting with Kim from the Ryerson Catholic Chaplaincy as well as
David and Karlene during my first visit to the Chaplaincy Centre everyone was
so friendly and welcoming and made me feel as if | had been a part of the
group all along. As | began to come to the membership meetings more
frequently, | gained a greater understanding of all the things that the CSA did
on campus which increased my interest and participation in the group. |
began to take greater involvement in CSA events such as the Coffee Donuts
and Godas well as the two nights on Integrating Spirituality and Sexuality
This group has really given me the opportunity to increase my knowledge
about the Catholic faith as well as share and exemplify my gifts and talents
with those in the group as well as on campus. The CSA is a very hospitable
and welcoming group that does great work around Ryerson University.

Looking back, at the first few weeks of university up till now | can definitely

say that there is a place for those of all religions to exemplify their faith on

campus and | am very grateful for the opportunity to be part of the Catholic
Student§Associationl am looking forward to being a part of the many other

activities and events that the CSA will bring forth.

3 cool ways to keep in
touch:

csaryerson. Wordpress. com

twitter.com/Catholic_at_RU

facebook.com/#!/group.php?gid
=5803538162




Coming in March
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Association(March 1421). Details below!

PrRAYERMass

The Sacrament of Confession is available one
hour before the Mass or by appointment.
Monday, March 1,2010b12:15pm

PrAYERFaith Sharing

Prayer forms include Taizé reflection, Lectio
Divina, and the Ignatian method of prayer.
Tuesday, March 2, 2010 b12:15 ¢ 1:00pm
Contact Kim Gottfried Piché or Clare
hQl I yRf Se&

PrAYERMass
Friday, March 5,2010b12:15pm

PRAYERVespers

Recite the Psalms with other students and
staff to end a busy week. Remember that
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Hebrew Psalms!

Friday, March 5, 2010b 3:00pm

PRAYER Taizéin Toronto with Brother
Emile

Friday, March 5, 2010 bMusic Rehearsal at
7:00pm; Prayer Meeting at 8:00pm bHoly
Rosary Parish, 354 St Clair Avenue West
Event organized by the Office of Catholic
Youthbyouth@ocytoronto.org or 416-599-
7676

PRAYERMass
Monday, March 8, 2010b12:15pm

SOCIALUSTICEGROUR Safeguarding the
Environment

Discover the rich tradition of justice teachings in
the Catholic Church. ¢ KA & 68871 Qa
focus on the relationship between humans
and the environment, the crisis in this
relationship, and common responsibility.
Tuesday, March 9, 2010 b 6:30-8:30pm
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FEATUREDEVENT Coffee, Donuts &
Godwith Archbishop Thomas Collins
The Archbishop of Toronto at Ryerson
University! Meet him for a cup of coffee,
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questions in an informal setting.
Wednesday, March 10, 2010b 11:00am to
12:30pm b Student Credit Union Lounge,
Podium Building

PRAYERMass
Friday, March 12, 2010b12:15pm

PRAYERVespers
Friday, March 12, 2010b 3:00pm

CATHOLIAWARENESW/EEK Day of Action!
Lots needs to be done, less than 48 hours to
the launch of Catholic Awareness Week! So
come and help at our volunteer action day.
Saturday, March 13, 2010 b10:00am till we
finish bAIl are invited R
S
CATHOLICAWARENESSVEEK Bust into the
Cafe

Sing, shout, dance, and celebrate as we kick
off the Catholic Awareness Weék the Hub
(the cafeteria in the Library Building). The
Catholic Studenf3Associationwill perform a
dance instrumental karaoke of sorts to open
the Week. If you would like to be part of this
joyful bunch please contact Mary Kelly
mary.kelly@ryerson.ca

Monday, March 15, 2010b12:00pm bHub
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PRAYERMass
Monday, March 15,2010b12:15pm

PrAYERFaith Sharing
Tuesday, March 16, 2010b12:15 ¢ 1:00pm
Contact Kim Gottfried Piché 2 NJ / f | NB
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CaTHOLIC AWARENESSWEEK Catechesis
Booth

Drop by our Catechesis booth on campus and
get questions about the Catholic Church
answered. If not for that, come for some tasty
granola bars and ramen noodles.

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 12:00pm

Credit Union LoungebAll are invited

RYERSON CATHOLICFRINCY CENTRE
64 McGill Street, Toronto ON b416-351-0365 b ryercath.ca bfind us on facebook

KA Y X yCTHOLIC AWARENESSWEEK Mass on

Campus
Friday, March 19, 2010 12:00pm
Oakham HousebAll are invited

PRAYERVespers
Friday, March 19, 2010 b3:00pm

CATHOLICAWARENESSVEEK Sunday Mass
Fd {G® aAiAOKI St Qa
the Chaplaincy Centre

Feed your soul and your stomach! After Mass
we will walk across to the Chaplaincy for
dinner with a Haitian flavor! In solidarity with
the victims of the Haitian earthquake, the
Catholic StudentAssociationwill be hosting a
night to raise awareness about what is
happening in one of our hemisphereQ poorest
countries. Please walk with a cash or cheque
donation of any amount for the Canadian
Catholic Organization for Development and
Peac®& efforts in Haiti.

Sunday, March 21, 2010b5:00pm

65 Bond Street b Contact Kim Gottfried Piché

PrRAYERMass
Monday, March 22, 2010b12:15pm

SOCIALUSTICEGROUR The Promotion of
Peace

¢KAA 6581 Qacovw 8t dirdityoR
justice and love, the failure of peace (war) and
the contribution of the Church to peace.

Tuesday, March 23,2010 b 6:30-8:30pm
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Friday, March 26, 2010012:15pm

PRAYERVesSpers
Friday, March 26, 2010b3:00pm

PRAYERMass
Monday, March 29, 2010b12:15pm

Dates and times may change. Please call our office
for more details. Unless noted otherwise, all events
will be held at the Ryerson Catholic Chaplaincy
Centre.

Office HoursMonday, Tuesday and Wednesday 10:00am-5:00pm
Thursday 12:30-5:00pm bFriday 9:30am-5:00pm

Chaplaincy TeanKim Gottfried Piché (Director), Fr. Michael Busch (Chaplain), Fr. Chris Cauchi and Fr.
Edward Curtis (Assistant Chaplains), Stephanie Matchiwita and Karlene Flemming-Fortune
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