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Thank God!

This season reminds me of a Thanksgiving dinner as a child when | did not want to thank God. It all started with an argui
with my mother, who insisted on trying a new recipe forkey dressing. Dressing, by the way, was my favorite part of the
Thanksgiving meal. | wa@always sure to get some dark meat, my other favourite part of the meal, because there were onl
two legs on that bird and there were eleven of us fighting fanth

| used to like the cookies that were served for desert until my brother told me that the white stuff in them was3shaiep

My mother told me it was coconut, but | couldistand to look at it after what my brother said. There vedways lots of
squash and parsnips but they difithrill me at all. So you see, when it came right down to it, the only think | had to look
forward to was the dressing.

Unfortunately, this particular Thanksgiving, someone gave my mother a new recipe fo
dressing with dried prunes in it. Now prunes always reminded me of something | saw in a jar
the doctor's office whilavaiting for tetanus shot. No prune was going into my body. | asked my
mother if she would make a bowl! of unpruned dressing speciatlyne, but my mother was

big on the tryit-youd)-like-it theory of feedig her young. By dinner timedlworked myself

into a real snit. Saying a blessing over prunes and pretending to be grateful, became a matt
of personal honor. | would go to dinnerwould bow my head, but | would not pray. If my
mother really loved me, she would have made me some unpruned dressing, so | decidec
would not bless it and | would not eat it. | would starve. Then she'd be sorry.

The time came to go around the tabladahave everyone thank God in person for what they were about to receive. Since | we
not going to receive anything, | refused. A hush fell over the family. "Bless the food," my father said. "No, sit,'l hatid.

But that's not all | said. | feinspired. "If prunes are so wonderful, how come they need blessing? How come any of it nees
blessing. Is it poison? | got a little carried away with this newfound theology, raising my voice so not only everybedy at
table could hear, but God Himsetfiight sit up and take notice. Maybe learn a few pointers.

Well, the upshot of the thing is that | got the worst punishment that was ever meted out in our house. | spent th:
Thanksgiving in my room. You see apart from the food, our family meals weaseléulghter and stories. My father would pick

a topic and we each got to sayrsething about it, even the youngest was heard. We all loved eating together and on speci
occasions like Thanksgiving we would spend hours at the table. To be sent awayrntée, lnee hated it because you missed
out on everything. That Thanksgiving spent in my room | might as well have been the only person alive in the world. | ¢
hear them laughing downstairs and | felt that nobody cared about me and what | stood up for.
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You know we should never forget the lessons we learned as children becaus
they can be useful as adults. All of us here today have so much to be thankful fol
We have our own families now to laugh with and share our lives. We have oul
Catholic family crated in faith. We all come together to share our stories and
each of us has something to offer, each of us contributes in our own way no
matter how small. But all too often we let other things get in the way of our
celebrating.

We let the demands of schbd&eep us from spending time with friends. We
define ourselves by how many televisions, cell phones, computers or cars we
have. We have become imprisoned by our own need to be self fulfiled and
spend so muchime expressing our own individual rights thae have lost the
deeper joys that come from sacrifice, and concern for the needs of others. We
feel powerless against the forces that assault us like drugs and sex. All this ar
more can become the prunes in our dressing.

| am amazed at the amount of anghat young adults seem to carry with them. |
have seen them act out iastoundingly violent ways because it is the only way
they can get someone to pay attention to them. | met one university student
who was so afraid that his parents would be disappemnwith him if he did not
excel in his studies, that he would stay up most nights till two or three in the
morning reading his text books.

Very few families take the time to eat together anymore. What was a natural,
nightly experience in our house, sormeyou may never have experienced, even
during holidays like Thanksgiving. Many of our young people are angry becaus
they are adrift, they have no sense of where they belong, they do not feel rooted
to their family tree. Studies have shown that even ugh families have an
abundance of material wealth, members often suffer from depression and loss of
a sense of belonging. Families are not the same as they once were. My mothe
stayed at home and had time for experimenting with prunes in the dressing. In
our world today the stay at home mom is very rare.

We caf go back, but the elements which made my family so strong and
connected can still be fostered. Even if yoannot be with your family this
Thanksgiving, create a family with friends, or join wythur family of faith in
sharing the Eucharist. We are stronger when we stay together. And we car
receive a great deal of strength by simglyaring a meal together. We at the
Chaplaincy centre join together once a month for mass and a meal together, why
not join us. You will meet new friends and share with them a sense of belonging.

There is still much good in this world to thank God for. The most important thing
is that we have each other and that we share our lives with God our Father. How
can a few punes in the dressing ever destroy that?

Rev. Michael Busch
Chaplain



Coming in Octde

PRAYERMass

The Sacrament dRkeconciliation (Confession) is available before

the Mass upon request.
Friday,Octdber 2, 20090 12:15pm

PRAYERMass
Monday,Octolker 5, 2009b12:15pm

PRAYERFaith Sharing

Discove the value of silence in our hectic lives and the art of
Centering Prayer!

TuesdayQctober6, 2009b12:15pm

CATHOLIGTUDENTASSOCIATIQNEXecutive Meeting

Theology of the Body ConferencBiscover the Master
Plan for Your Lif¢October 16-17, 2009

Guest speaker Christopher West talks about dfwigh issuesof
the Catholic teahing on marriage and sexualitgnly few tickets
left! Please call the Chaplainby October 6, 2008 RSVP.
Friday October 16, 2009b7:00pm

PRAYERSundayMassat St Michael@ Cathedrabnd Supper
SundayOctober B, 2009 5:00pm Mass at St Micha&l
Cathedral65Bond Streetfollowed by suppeand
fellowshipat the Ryerson Catholi€haplaincyCentre

PrRAYERMass

A planning meeting for the leaders of our Ryerson student grougvionday,October19, 2009012:15pm

TuesdayOctober 6, 2009b3:00pm

PRAYERMass
Friday,October9, 2009012:15pm

PRAYERVespers
Join the universal Church itsevening prayepf the Psalms
Friday,October9, 20090 3:00pm

PRAYERTaizé Reflection

A simple, wetknown, ecumenical way of prayer that originated
in Taize, Franc&he secret is irtg repetitive chanting in various
languages that calms the senses and opens the heart to God!
TuesdayQctoberl3, 2009b12:15pm

SOCIALUSTICEEROUP The Human Person and Human
Rights

Discussand learnabout what the Catholic Church has to say

isstes of justice and peacehis is the second ofelve meetings

Each topic stands aloXso youfe welcome to come to any evening!
TuesdayQctober13, 2009b 6:30-8:30pm

{G aAOKI St ®Bond $trdkh a K | | £ =

FEATUREBVENT Coffee, Donutsand God

PrRAYERLectio Divina

Lectio Divina (Divine Reading) is an ancient way of contemplating
the Word of God. A treasure not to be missed

TuesdayQctober 20, 2009b 12:15pm

CATHOLISTUDENTASSOCIATIQNGeneral Membership
Meeting

For allRyerson studentsSocialize with other students, engam
relevant discussions, and learn what the CSA has to offer!
TuesdayOctoker 20, 2009b 3:00pm

PRAYERMass
Friday,October23, 2009b12:15pm

PRAYERVespers
Friday,Octobker 23, 20090 3:00pm

PRAYERMass
Monday,October 26 2009b 12:15pm

PRAYERRoOsary
A popular devotion in honour of the Mary, the Mother of God.
TuesdayQctober27, 2009b 12:15pm

Join students at a booth on campus with guest Fr. Michael Busch,

rector of St. Micha& Cahedral and new chaplain ahe Ryerson
Catholic Chaplaincy Centidis area of specialty iaith on a
secular campus.

ThursdayOctober 15 2009b11:00am1:00pm

PRAYERMass
Friday,October 16 200912:15pm

PRAYERVespers
Friday,October 16 20090 3:00pm

SOCIALUSTICEEROUP The Common Good, Universal
Destination of Goods, and Subsidiarity
TuesdayQctober27, 2009b 6:30-8:30pm

{G aAOKI St BBondStrdk aK | X ¢
PRAYERMass

Friday,October30, 2009012:15pm
The Chaplaincy will be closed on October 12, Thanksgiving Day.

Dates and times may change. Please call our dfiicenore details. dless noted
otherwise, all events will be held at thyerson Catholi€haplaincyCentre



THESTUDENTEDRNER

Camping at Sanctuary North

Life could not get any better when | was at Sanctuary North on Septemb20.18anctuary North is an
organization that gives opportunities to refugees to have an experience of Canadian nature and to
them a minivacation outside of Toronto. Althohd am not a refugee, | was able to go to Sanctuary
North because this year the Catholic Chaplaincy Centre at Ryerson brought a group of internation
students and students who wish to get a taste of the North to a cottage McArthur Mills, just north c
Barcroft.

| appreciated the opportunity to participate in activities there, such as prayers, hiking, canoeing,
campfire and cooking. Doubtless, | enjoyed taking part in doing all activities even though | was coc
chili for the first time and facingch8lly 3S& &aAGGAy3 Ay GKS a&addSNYyé
more, spending time in a field of wild trees on a charming lakeside brought me closer to the realiz:
that | am part of the great earth. Nature is full of life, it lifty spiritand A IKGa Y& KSI N
some people are more receptive @odin nature. For me, | feel closer to God at Sanctuary North
delightful weekend.

Rebecc&hen
Second year, Occupational Health and Safety

Office HoursMonday, Tuesday and Wednesday 10:0€&@0pm
Thursday 12:3%:00pm
Friday 9:30arb:00pm

Chaplaincy TeanKim GottfriedPiché(Director) Fr. Michael Buscfthaplain)
Fr. Chris Cauchnd Fr. Edward Curt{&ssistant Chaplash




