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Thank God! 
This season reminds me of a Thanksgiving dinner as a child when I did not want to thank God. It all started with an argument 

with my mother, who insisted on trying a new recipe for turkey dressing. Dressing, by the way, was my favorite part of the 

Thanksgiving meal. I wasnΩt always sure to get some dark meat, my other favourite part of the meal, because there were only 

two legs on that bird and there were eleven of us fighting for them. 

I used to like the cookies that were served for desert until my brother told me that the white stuff in them was sheepΩs hair. 

My mother told me it was coconut, but I couldnΩt stand to look at it after what my brother said. There was always lots of 

squash and parsnips but they didnΩt thrill me at all. So you see, when it came right down to it, the only think I had to look 

forward to was the dressing. 

Unfortunately, this particular Thanksgiving, someone gave my mother a new recipe for 

dressing with dried prunes in it. Now prunes always reminded me of something I saw in a jar at 

the doctor's office while waiting for tetanus shot. No prune was going into my body. I asked my 

mother if she would make a bowl of unpruned dressing specially for me, but my mother was 

big on the try-it-youΩll-like-it theory of feeding her young. By dinner time, I'd worked myself 

into a real snit. Saying a blessing over prunes and pretending to be grateful, became a matter 

of personal honor. I would go to dinner, I would bow my head, but I would not pray. If my 

mother really loved me, she would have made me some unpruned dressing, so I decided I 

would not bless it and I would not eat it. I would starve. Then she'd be sorry. 

The time came to go around the table and have everyone thank God in person for what they were about to receive. Since I was 

not going to receive anything, I refused.  A hush fell over the family.  "Bless the food," my father said. "No, sir, I will not," I said. 

But that's not all I said. I felt inspired. "If prunes are so wonderful, how come they need blessing? How come any of it needs 

blessing. Is it poison? I got a little carried away with this newfound theology, raising my voice so not only everybody at the 

table could hear, but God Himself might sit up and take notice. Maybe learn a few pointers.  

Well, the upshot of the thing is that I got the worst punishment that was ever meted out in our house. I spent that 

Thanksgiving in my room. You see apart from the food, our family meals were full of laughter and stories. My father would pick 

a topic and we each got to say something about it, even the youngest was heard. We all loved eating together and on special 

occasions like Thanksgiving we would spend hours at the table. To be sent away was horrible, we hated it because you missed 

out on everything. That Thanksgiving spent in my room I might as well have been the only person alive in the world. I could 

hear them laughing downstairs and I felt that nobody cared about me and what I stood up for.  



 

You know we should never forget the lessons we learned as children because 

they can be useful as adults. All of us here today have so much to be thankful for. 

We have our own families now to laugh with and share our lives. We have our 

Catholic family created in faith. We all come together to share our stories and 

each of us has something to offer, each of us contributes in our own way no 

matter how small. But all too often we let other things get in the way of our 

celebrating. 

We let the demands of school keep us from spending time with friends. We 

define ourselves by how many televisions, cell phones, computers or cars we 

have. We have become imprisoned by our own need to be self fulfilled and 

spend so much time expressing our own individual rights that we have lost the 

deeper joys that come from sacrifice, and concern for the needs of others. We 

feel powerless against the forces that assault us like drugs and sex. All this and 

more can become the prunes in our dressing. 

I am amazed at the amount of anger that young adults seem to carry with them. I 

have seen them act out in astoundingly violent ways because it is the only way 

they can get someone to pay attention to them. I met one university student 

who was so afraid that his parents would be disappointed with him if he did not 

excel in his studies, that he would stay up most nights till two or three in the 

morning reading his text books.  

Very few families take the time to eat together anymore. What was a natural, 

nightly experience in our house, some of you may never have experienced, even 

during holidays like Thanksgiving.  Many of our young people are angry because 

they are adrift, they have no sense of where they belong, they do not feel rooted 

to their family tree. Studies have shown that even though families have an 

abundance of material wealth, members often suffer from depression and loss of 

a sense of belonging. Families are not the same as they once were. My mother 

stayed at home and had time for experimenting with prunes in the dressing. In 

our world today the stay at home mom is very rare.  

We canΩt go back, but the elements which made my family so strong and 

connected can still be fostered. Even if you cannot be with your family this 

Thanksgiving, create a family with friends, or join with your family of faith in 

sharing the Eucharist. We are stronger when we stay together. And we can 

receive a great deal of strength by simply sharing a meal together. We at the 

Chaplaincy centre join together once a month for mass and a meal together, why 

not join us. You will meet new friends and share with them a sense of belonging.  

There is still much good in this world to thank God for. The most important thing 

is that we have each other and that we share our lives with God our Father. How 

can a few prunes in the dressing ever destroy that? 

 

Rev. Michael Busch 

Chaplain 
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Louella, Caroline, and Karlene  
at the Opening Mass and BBQ (Sept 16, 2009) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ryerson students, faculty, staff,  
and friends at the Opening Mass and BBQ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Members of the Ryerson Catholic Chaplaincy 
Centre at Sanctuary North (Sept 18-20, 2009) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ice Cream Social by the Catholic  
Student Association (Sept 23, 2009) 



 

 

Coming in October 

PRAYER: Mass 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) is available before 
the Mass upon request. 

Friday, October 2, 2009 ƅ 12:15pm 
 

PRAYER: Mass 
Monday, October 5, 2009 ƅ12:15pm 
 

PRAYER: Faith Sharing 
Discover the value of silence in our hectic lives and the art of 
Centering Prayer! 

Tuesday, October 6, 2009 ƅ12:15pm 

 

CATHOLIC STUDENT ASSOCIATION: Executive Meeting   
A planning meeting for the leaders of our Ryerson student group. 

Tuesday, October 6, 2009 ƅ3:00pm 
 

PRAYER: Mass 
Friday, October 9, 2009 ƅ12:15pm 

  

PRAYER: Vespers 
Join the universal Church in its evening prayer of the Psalms. 

Friday, October 9, 2009 ƅ3:00pm 
 

PRAYER: Taizè Reflection 
A simple, well-known, ecumenical way of prayer that originated 
in Taizè, France. The secret is in its repetitive chanting in various 
languages that calms the senses and opens the heart to God! 

Tuesday, October 13, 2009 ƅ12:15pm 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP: The Human Person and Human 
Rights 
Discuss and learn about what the Catholic Church has to say on 
issues of justice and peace. This is the second of twelve meetings. 
Each topic stands aloneΧso youΩre welcome to come to any evening! 

Tuesday, October 13, 2009 ƅ 6:30-8:30pm 
{ǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ tŀǊƛǎƘ IŀƭƭΣ с6 Bond Street 
 

FEATURED EVENT: Coffee, Donuts, and God 
Join students at a booth on campus with guest Fr. Michael Busch, 
rector of St. MichaelΩs Cathedral and new chaplain at the Ryerson 
Catholic Chaplaincy Centre. His area of specialty is faith on a 
secular campus.  

Thursday, October 15, 2009 ƅ11:00am-1:00pm 
 

PRAYER: Mass 
Friday, October 16, 2009 ƅ12:15pm 

  

PRAYER: Vespers 
Friday, October 16, 2009 ƅ3:00pm 

 

Theology of the Body Conference: Discover the Master 
Plan for Your Life (October 16-17, 2009) 
Guest speaker Christopher West talks about the άtough issuesέ of 
the Catholic teaching on marriage and sexuality. Only few tickets 
left! Please call the Chaplaincy by October 6, 2009 to RSVP. 

Friday, October 16, 2009 ƅ7:00pm 

                           

PRAYER: Sunday Mass at St. MichaelΩs Cathedral and Supper 
Sunday, October 18, 2009 ƅ 5:00pm Mass at St MichaelΩs 
Cathedral (65 Bond Street) followed by supper and 
fellowship at the Ryerson Catholic Chaplaincy Centre 
  

PRAYER: Mass 
Monday, October 19, 2009 ƅ12:15pm 
 

PRAYER: Lectio Divina 
Lectio Divina (Divine Reading) is an ancient way of contemplating 
the Word of God.  A treasure not to be missed! 

Tuesday, October 20, 2009 ƅ 12:15pm  

 

CATHOLIC STUDENT ASSOCIATION: General Membership 
Meeting 
For all Ryerson students. Socialize with other students, engage in 
relevant discussions, and learn what the CSA has to offer! 

Tuesday, October 20, 2009 ƅ 3:00pm 

 

PRAYER: Mass 
Friday, October 23, 2009 ƅ12:15pm 

  

PRAYER: Vespers 
Friday, October 23, 2009 ƅ3:00pm 
 

PRAYER: Mass 
Monday, October 26, 2009 ƅ 12:15pm 
 

PRAYER: Rosary 
A popular devotion in honour of the Mary, the Mother of God. 

Tuesday, October 27, 2009 ƅ 12:15pm  

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP: The Common Good, Universal 
Destination of Goods, and Subsidiarity 
Tuesday, October 27, 2009 ƅ 6:30-8:30pm 
{ǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ tŀǊƛǎƘ IŀƭƭΣ с6 Bond Street 
 

PRAYER: Mass 
Friday, October 30, 2009 ƅ12:15pm 
 

The Chaplaincy will be closed on October 12, Thanksgiving Day.   
Dates and times may change.  Please call our office for more details.  Unless noted 
otherwise, all events will be held at the Ryerson Catholic Chaplaincy Centre. 



 

 

RYERSON CATHOLIC CHAPLAINCY CENTRE 
64 McGill Street, Toronto ON 
416-351-0365 ƅ ryercath.ca ƅfind us on  
 

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 10:00am-5:00pm 
Thursday 12:30-5:00pm 
Friday 9:30am-5:00pm 
 

Chaplaincy Team: Kim Gottfried Piché (Director), Fr. Michael Busch (Chaplain)  
Fr. Chris Cauchi and Fr. Edward Curtis (Assistant Chaplains) 
 

   

 

Fe 

 

THE STUDENTSΩ CORNER 

Camping at Sanctuary North 
 

Life could not get any better when I was at Sanctuary North on September 18-20.  Sanctuary North is an 

organization that gives opportunities to refugees to have an experience of Canadian nature and to offer 

them a mini-vacation outside of Toronto.  Although I am not a refugee, I was able to go to Sanctuary 

North because this year the Catholic Chaplaincy Centre at Ryerson brought a group of international 

students and students who wish to get a taste of the North to a cottage McArthur Mills, just north of 

Bancroft.  

 

I appreciated the opportunity to participate in activities there, such as prayers, hiking, canoeing, 

campfire and cooking. Doubtless, I enjoyed taking part in doing all activities even though I was cooking 

chili for the first time and facing challŜƴƎŜǎ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǎǘŜǊƴέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴƻŜ όǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪύΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ 

more, spending time in a field of wild trees on a charming lakeside brought me closer to the realization 

that I am part of the great earth. Nature is full of life, it lifts my spirit and ƭƛƎƘǘǎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ 

some people are more receptive to God in nature. For me, I feel closer to God at Sanctuary North 

delightful weekend.  

 

Rebecca Chen 

Second year, Occupational Health and Safety 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
         


